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All you need I will surely give you 

—Luke 12:22-34 

“Softly from his lowly manger Jesus calls one and all, ‘You are safe from danger. Children, from the sins that grieve 
you you are freed; all you need I will surely give you” (CW 376:5). “All you need I will surely give you.” The 
Christmas poem imagines the little Lord Jesus saying that from his manger. Tonight, the big, full-grown Lord Jesus 
says essentially the same thing for real in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 12. “All you need I will surely give you.” With 
that theme in mind, let’s walk our way through Jesus’ words in Luke 12:22-34, and let’s take these words of Jesus 
with us into the new year. 

It’s worth mentioning that before verse 22, Jesus just fired a warning shot at all of our greed by telling us the story 
of the rich fool. The man coming off a year of high returns, who could only think of building bigger storehouses for 
all his bounty. The man who told himself he had plenty of good things stored up for many years, so now it was time 
to take it easy, eat, drink, and be merry. The man who had no thought in his head of being rich toward God. God 
called that man a fool and demanded his life from him that very night. So don’t be like that guy, a greedy fool 
heading into the new year. But listen instead and trust Jesus’ simple promise: “All you need I will surely give you.” 

Do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothes. Any number of financial worries could be on your mind heading into 2020. Making 
house and rent payments. Moving to a new home. Having a new baby. Health insurance deductibles starting over. 
Taxes. College tuition, and room and board. Retirement drawing near. Providing care for an aging loved one. Jesus 
mentions the bare basics: food and clothes. If you have no worries about life’s necessities, I am not trying to make 
you worry. But please remember some important things. Give thanks to Jesus for giving you all you need and then 
some. Remember that you can always lose what you have at a moment’s notice, so trust in Jesus, not in what you 
have. And always be mindful that there are people who are truly worried about having food and clothes. Some of 
those people may be Christian sisters and brothers closer than you think, and Jesus has something for you to do in 
the new year. You’ll hear more from Jesus later. If you are someone who is personally worried about having life’s 
bare necessities, be careful that securing those things does not become your obsession and your sole reason for 
existence. Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes, Jesus says. Jesus has more for us to do on this 
planet than just forage for food and chase after clothes. You’ll hear more from Jesus later on that, too. 

If ever we worry about having enough food, Jesus presents us with exhibit number one. Birds. Specifically, the 
ravens. Observe them. Think about what you are observing. When is the last time you saw a raven pulling a plow at 
planting time or a raven driving a combine harvester at reaping time? When is the last time you saw a raven 
constructing a grain bin or a storage garage? Think about that. The ravens do not sow or reap, they have no 
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. They always have food because God makes sure they have food. Jesus 
argues from the lesser to the greater—I mean, God cares greatly for his animal creatures, but according to Jesus, 
well, come on, there’s hardly a comparison—how much more valuable you are than birds! “If I give birds their food, 
all you need I will surely give you.” 

Jesus offers another argument against our worrying. A pointed question: Who of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to his life? Maybe you were that kid who hung on the bars hoping it would make you taller. Seems pretty 
foolish now, doesn’t it? Maybe you are the  person who thinks that worrying about everything is going to take care 
of it. That worrying about everything is going to ensure that you live an hour more, a day longer, an extra year or 
two, as though your times were in your hands, not in God’s. How foolish Jesus makes that look. You don’t have 
ultimate control. That kind of control is an illusion. You can’t extend your own life another circuit of the minute hand. 
Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

If ever we worry about having enough clothes, Jesus presents us with exhibit number two. Flowers. Specifically, the 
lilies. Observe them. Think about what you are observing. When is the last time you saw a lily running a sewing 
machine? When is the last time you saw a lily punching in for work at a textile mill? Think about that. Consider how 
the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. Considering the massive wealth of Solomon’s historic kingdom, the king in his royal robes must have been a 
sight to behold. But not even Solomon’s splendor compares to the natural beauty that God puts into a delicate 
flower. Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater—I mean, look at the attention to detail and the care that God 
puts into one flower that is here today and gone tomorrow—how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
There’s a gentle rebuke in there: O you of little faith! It’s an expression Jesus uses in the Gospels only with his 
followers. As though to say, “You do believe in me, but you need to grow in your trust in me in all areas of your life.” 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. 



Do you understand what Jesus is doing? He is persuading us, winning us over to place our trust and confidence in 
him alone. “All you need I will surely give you.” 

We are told not to be in a constant state of seeking out our food and drink, not to be in a constant state of suspense 
about how we are going to get those things. And for good reason. That’s what the heathen of this world do. They 
fixate on food and clothes with no faith in the God who graciously provides all things. We are different from that. 
Jesus tells us, “Your Father knows that you need such things.” On Sunday Pastor Buchholz reminded us that we 
are members of God’s family because God sent his Son to redeem us. By faith in God’s Son, we are participants in 
all the privileges of being a part of the family of God. Jesus the Son is telling us that the Father knows our needs, 
and he will take care of them. We are, after all, his children. 

Plus, as mentioned earlier, Jesus has more for us to do on this planet than just forage for food and chase after 
clothes He has a higher purpose for us. Seek his kingdom. The kingdom that Jesus Christ rules over will never end. 
His reign as king will last forever. Longer than a bite to eat or a drop to drink. Longer than a lily’s bloom. Longer 
than a raven’s lifespan. Much longer than the 70 or 80 or 90 years you and I will live on this earth, if we have the 
strength. Jesus’ kingdom will never end. He will reign forever. Thank God that his kingdom is a kingdom of grace. 
His kingdom announces the good news. The Gospel of what God has done to save us from our unfaithfulness, our 
vanity, our worrying, and the zillion of other sins we do to deserve being thrown into the fire to our eternal death. 
God’s kingdom is the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sins. King Jesus wore a crown of thorns 
and died on the cross. His suffering and dying substitutes for the eternal death deserved by a world of sinners. 
When the thief dying on the cross next to Jesus said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom,” he 
wasn’t told to go to hell. He was promised, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” That’s the 
goal of God’s kingdom of grace on earth. To get sinners to the glory of God’s kingdom in paradise. Seek these 
intangible things, Jesus says, as priority number one and the tangible things you need for this life will be added to 
you as well. 

Have no fear, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Wait. Didn’t Jesus just tell us to 
seek God’s kingdom? And now he tells us that the kingdom is already ours? That’s correct. You and I are seeking 
something that God has already given us. David understood this. “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He 
restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…You prepare a table before 
me…You anoint my head with oil…Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the LORD forever” (Ps 23). You see, your Father has already provided everything you really need. 
It’s already yours by faith. That’s something worth seeking throughout your days more than what you will put in your 
mouth and what you will put on your skin. Especially when Jesus has expressly promised that he will feed you and 
he will clothe you. 

All you need I will surely give you. 

Jesus has something for us to do in the new year. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. People who trust in 
Jesus can afford to be generous. People who take Jesus’ words seriously that he will surely give all we need can 
afford to sell and give and be merciful to other people. It has been really encouraging at Emmanuel this past year to 
see the concern that the staff and the lay leaders and the school board has had for people in need. I have no doubt 
there are many acts of kindness and mercy that happened among our members that went unnoticed except to the 
person who gave and the person who received. If you were on the receiving end, give thanks to Jesus that he kept 
his promise to give you all you need. If you were on the giving end, give thanks to Jesus that he used your service 
to him to benefit a brother or sister in Christ. If you find yourself in the same position this coming year, or if your 
position is suddenly reversed, give thanks to Jesus Christ in all circumstances and keep your treasure where it 
properly belongs. For  where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

We have much to look forward to in the new year! Growth in faith and trust in our Lord Jesus. Growth in service to 
him and his people. A step closer to the heavenly kingdom which we already have by faith in Jesus. So don’t worry. 
All you need he will surely give you. Amen. 


